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Classified  By:  Charge  Sylvia  R.  Curran  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) . 

11.  (C)  SUMMARY:  Over  the  past  two  days,  several  students 

from  the  Turkmen  American  Scholarship  Program  (TASP)  have 
reported  increased  pressure  from  the  GOTX.  The  students, 
after  being  denied  exit  first  to  the  American  University  in 
Central  Asia  (AUCA)  and  then  to  the  American  University  in 
Bulgaria  (AUBG)  are  now  facing  charges  of  desertion  from  the 
military.  Parents  of  students  have  also  been  called  in  by 
the  local  "services"  and  their  employers,  both  state  and 
private,  have  been  questioned.  END  SUMMARY. 

TASP  STUDENTS  ARE  NOW  "DESERTERS" 

12.  (C)  On  Thursday  October  22nd,  in  an  apparently  coordinated 
move,  several  male  TASP  students  in  Ashgabat  were  approached 
by  the  local  Military  Committees  to  discuss  their  draft 
status.  Within  the  last  few  months,  all  of  the  students  had 
received  temporary  release  from  military  service  using  either 
their  acceptance  letters  from  AUCA  or  AUBG.  Every  six 
months,  all  males  that  have  not  yet  served  in  the  military 
that  are  pursuing  degrees  must  present  proof  of  studies  to 
their  local  Military  Committee  in  order  to  get  a six  month 
reprieve  from  military  service.  Several  of  the  students 
approached  had  been  students  at  AUCA  for  several  years  and 
had  received  multiple  release  forms,  while  others  had  planned 
on  starting  their  studies  this  past  fall. 

1.3.  (C)  The  Military  Committees  reported  that  they  had  been 
"alerted"  by  Turkmen  Migration  Services  that  the  "supposed 
students"  had  never  left  Turkmenistan.  One  student  was  told 
that  "that  University  is  not  real,  it  is  just  a cover  to  help 
you  avoid  military  service."  The  students  reportedly  were 
presented  with  letters  identifying  violations  of  military 


statutes  and  told  that  they  had  until  October  29th  to  prove 
they  are  studyig  or  "face  the  consequences."  One  student 
was  told  that  if  he  didn't  provide  an  explanation,  he  would 
be  sent  to  military  prison  for  one  to  ten  years.  Another 
student  speculated  that  he  would  be  sent  to  the  dangerous 
border  area  with  Afghanistan. 


PARENTS  FACE  INCREASED  SCRUTINY 

14.  (C)  In  several  private  meetings,  parents  and  students 
described  recent  increases  in  official  pressure.  Both 
parents  and  students  reported  having  been  called  into  private 
meetings  with  local  "services,"  and  described  similarly 
unpleasant  interrogations  about  how  they  live  in  Bishkek,  who 
they  associate  with,  how  they  pay  for  such  an  expensive 
school  (COMMENT:  The  USG  covers  all  TASP  students  with  a full 
scholarship.  END  COMMENT.),  and  why  they  are  associated  with 
"the  Americans."  One  parent  was  told  "don't  you  know  those 
Americans  want  something,  they  aren't  just  giving  your  child 
a scholarship  simply  because  they  are  nice." 

15.  (C)  Parents  have  also  faced  increased  scrutiny  at  their 
workplaces.  Local  "authorities"  have  called  employers, 
including  private  firms,  and  inquired  about  performance, 
personality,  pay,  and  whether  "the  firm  needs  an  excuse  to 
fire  someone."  As  noted  in  reftel,  parents  with  students 
currently  at  AUCA  (those  that  departed  the  country  before  the 
exit  denials  started  in  mid- July)  were  told  to  choose  between 
their  government  jobs  or  AUCA. 

1.6.  (C)  COMMENT:  Given  the  common  approach  from  several 

distinct  Military  Committees,  it  is  obvious  that  this  was  a 
coordinated  action  against  TASP  students.  Threats  of  prison 
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are  moving  the  TASP  problem  into  another  realm.  Clearly 
someone  in  the  GOTX  is  interested  in  making  the  lives  of  the 
students  and  their  families  as  difficult  as  possible.  END 
COMMENT. 

CURRAN 


